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Together Achieving Educational Success
TAES Teachers Wear Hidden Capes!
—by Miss Musselman, Tyrone Elementary Principal
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At TAES, we know we are blessed to have a group of teachers that
care about children and will always go above and beyond to ensure the 4
children assigned to them receive the best education and educational
opportunities possible. Since March 2020, the teachers of Tyrone 5
Elementary School have done just this for their students, sometimes in
6
strange, not typical ways.
With the announcement of the Hybrid Learning Model and then the
Remote Learning Model, the Elementary teachers have continued to rise to
the challenge. Teachers have spent numerous hours not only learning how
to teach through a computer screen, a skill not taught in college, but also
learning how to utilize technology and teaching resources to supplement and
enrich their instruction. While the thought of not teaching within a classroom
was scary at first, all of the teachers
within the building have connected
computer
screens and
monitors
together and have found a way to
remain connected with their students.

One teacher taught from her car when a snow storm
caused the internet to become too weak within her
home to support the instructional tools she needed to
utilize!

Whether it is teaching a
new math concept remotely or
sending their students on a
virtual scavenger hunt, the
teachers of Tyrone Elementary
truly deserve to wear capes, they
are the heroes that will ensure all
of our students are able to
continue
learning
new
knowledge
during such
a
strange, nontypical school year!

New Year’s Day: Happy 2021!
Remote Learning:
Specials Rotation Day 5
Remote Learning:
Specials Rotation Day 6

Remote Learning:
Specials Rotation Day 0
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Remote Learning:
Specials Rotation Day 7

8

Remote Learning:
Specials Rotation Day 1

18 MLK Jr. Day: No School
Weather Make-up #1, if needed
Daycare Closed
20 Second Marking Period Ends
27 Elementary Report Card Day
A teacher’s virtual classroom view.

A Note from Your School Counselors . . .
During the months of November and December Mrs. Eaken and Mrs. Gertz have been continuing to present lessons
and meet with students in grades K through 4. Lessons focused on gratitude, career awareness, and various holiday activities.
Classes are now on a rotation schedule so we will see our students at least once each rotation. We are all getting used to a
virtual schedule and try to communicate the best that we can. If you wish to speak to your child’s school counselor, please
contact us to schedule a meeting. Mrs. Eaken 684-1342, x-2716 kjeaken@tyrone.k12.pa.us (Grades K, 2, & 4) and Mrs. Gertz
684-1342, x-2717 begertz@tyrone.k12.pa.us (Grades 1 & 3).
We hope everyone had a safe and relaxing holiday break!
It is the policy of the Tyrone Area School District not to discriminate on the basis of gender, handicap, race and national origin in its educational and vocational programs, activities, or employment as required by Title IX, Section 504, and Title VI. Please direct questions about this policy to the Superintendent of Schools, at 814.684.0710 Ext. 4123.

First Grade Owl Pellet Project
—by Mrs. Black, Mrs. Whited & Mrs. Neumann

What is an owl pellet?
After an owl eats the small rodents, birds, and bugs that are a part of its
nightly diet, its stomach cannot digest the fur, bones, teeth, feathers, and insect shells from that food. These “extra” parts are formed into a tight pellet
inside the owl and are later SPIT UP or regurgitated by the owl.

You can search in the woods for these pellets, but first grade bought pellets
that were sterilized for students to dissect and examine.
After learning about owls as part of our Animal Adaptations Unit, students
used tweezers to examine the inside of the owl pellet to discover the bones
(or indigestible parts) of the shrews, voles, and other critters that are
eaten by owls! Students found jawbones, skulls, hipbones and other fascinating bits and pieces. They identified the animals the owl
ate by sorting their discoveries on a bone sorting sheet. This
helped them to understand the different animals in an owl's food
chain.
Want to get a look at an owl pellet? Go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_PfjN2ZSmdA
and watch an owl spit up the pellet.

This month has been .

. . Electric!

Submitted By: The Fourth Grade Team
December is a month well-known for spreading holiday cheer, and the fourth-grade students at Tyrone have
been enjoying the holiday while also learning how to spread electrical energy! After learning about energy
and how it transfers and transforms, the students put their knowledge to the test by building festive series circuits! The circuit, which allows electrical energy to pass from an energy source to a recipient through a conductor, was built using simple materials: a coin-cell battery, two pipe cleaners, electrical tape, and a mini LED
bulb. While learning about series circuits, the students connected the content to a strand of Christmas lights –
when one bulb goes out, so do all the rest! This is because a series circuits passes electrical energy from one
recipient (the bulb) to another. All in all, the students certainly electrified their minds as their circuits shone
bright. It was an energizing way to conduct a real-world circuit model!
Mini LED Bulb (Energy Recipient)

Pipe Cleaner (Wire/Conductor)

Coin-cell Battery & Tape (Energy Source)

The Preschool Update
—by Ms. Becker, PreK4 Teacher
The PreK students were excited to be back in school
altogether in November. We learned about the Rainforest. We studied the four layers of the rainforest
and animals that live in each layer. It appeared that
the Green Anaconda, Jaguar, and Sloth were our favorite animals! Did you know the Green Anaconda can be
over 20 feet long! Jaguars have spots that look like
roses! Sloths leave their trees to go to the bathroom,
they can lose up to 1/3 their body weight and even do
a “potty dance.”

The students were back to hybrid and then virtual
learning in December. We enjoyed seeing some of
their faces on Zoom and SeeSaw since we couldn’t be
together in person. We learned about Christmas and
different symbols and traditions. We hope you all had
a wonderful holiday break and a Happy New Year!

Second Grade’s Special Visit
—by Mrs. Chichester, Second Grade Teacher

Digital Library
— submitted by Mr. Grady, TASD Librarian

The Second Graders had a
visit from a
very special guest
this
month! As
part of our
Christmas Around
the World unit, Saint
Nicholas made a
surprise visit and left
fruit snacks in the
students’ shoes! We first learned about the
special tradition celebrated on December
6th, then each child left a single shoe in
the hallway. Suddenly, we heard the ringing of a bell. When we looked, the special
present had been left in our shoes. What a
neat tradition! Students are also learning
about traditions and customs in Australia,
Italy, and Germany, as well as the Legend
of the Poinsettia from Mexico.

The Elementary Library
now provides free access
to digital magazines
through Flipster. These
are online versions of the
print magazines the library subscribes
to. Magazines titles include Highlights for
Children, Chickadee, National Geographic for Kids,
Zoobook, Ladybug, Spider, Sports Illustrated for
Kids, Click and Pets. There is also an ebook
version of the 2019 Guinness Book of World
Records.
Instructions on how to access Flipster including
username and password are available on the
Library section of the Elementary Specialists page
your child uses to access the Virtual Library
Specials. If you have any questions please contact
Mr. Grady at kdgrady@tyrone.k12.pa.us

Screen Shot of Flipster
Menu.

Screen Shot of National
Geographic for Kids article on
Snowy Owls.

Third Grade Thank You’s —submitted by the Third Grade Team
As the calendar year drew to a close, we stopped to reflect. While the entire 2020 school
year did not go as planned, we learned a lot. Working together as a community has given
our students and children a sense of normalcy. Teaching is not a one-person job, and we
appreciate all the support we have received from parents during this time. Thank you for
sitting with your children completing homework, thank you for reaching out and keeping
each child’s academic needs in mind. Thank you to all the grandparents who have had to
take on a technical role during this time as well. We appreciate you!
Third grade hopes you enjoyed a well-earned Christmas break and were able to relax and
enjoy the time together as a family.

Busy December Days

— by Mrs. Treese and Mrs. Smith, Kindergarten teachers

December was very busy for Kindergarten! We read different Gingerbread stories and learned
how to compare and contrast the characters, settings and problems. We made gingerbread ornaments which made the room smell delicious. We took a bite of a gingerbread cookie and
graphed which body part was eaten first. Our data showed that most people bite the head of a
gingerbread cookie first! During one of our at-home learning days, the students completed a
stem project: building a boat for the gingerbread to safely cross a river. Many students brought
them to school to test and had lots of success!
Students were excited for the holidays and the countdown to Christmas. The North Pole Ninjas
were busy giving students daily kindness challenges. The last mission was for students and staff in
kindergarten to wish everyone a safe and happy holiday and wonderful New Year!

