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Together Achieving Educational Success
TAES Welcomes New Dean of Students

March 2021

—by Miss Musselman, Elementary Principal

In January, the Elementary School welcomed
Mr. David Rutter to our staff as the new Dean of
Students. Mr. Rutter graduated from Penn State
in 1997 and received his master’s degree in curriculum and instruction in 2006. Before coming
to the Elementary School, he served as an English teacher at Tyrone High School for 15 years!
During his first few weeks in the building, he‘s
been spending time in the cafeteria and in
classrooms getting to know the students and
teachers. When asked to reflect on his new position, Mr. Rutter says, “I have loved every minute here at the elementary school. The staff
has been very supportive, and all the students
are amazing!” The teachers and staff members within the building welcome Mr. Rutter and are excited to begin working together to best serve
our students!
Mr. Rutter’s Favorites
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Movie: Jaws
Color: Black (just like Darth Vader)
Movie Series: Star Wars
Music: Rock and Roll
All-Time Music Group: Led Zeppelin
Activity: Exercising at home at least 5 days a week
Quote: "The secret of all victory lies in the organization of the non-obvious"
- Marcus Aurelius

•
•
•
•
•

He loves to play guitar.
He is a Batman fanatic.
He loves to dress up for Halloween and scare the neighborhood.
He has watched Jaws over 300+ times.
He has two daughters who are in elementary school.

03/12 In-Service Day
No classes K-12
PreK In Session
Daycare Open/Sign-up Required
03/15 Spring Break: No School
Daycare Open/Sign-up Required
03/31 3rd Marking Period Ends

April 2021
04/02 Easter Vacation: No School
Daycare Closed
04/05 Easter Vacation: No School
Daycare Closed
04/09 Elementary Report Cards

Spring Forward !
Daylight Savings
Begins
Sunday, March 14
2:00AM

Fun Facts about Mr. Rutter

Tyrone Elementary students are awesome! Congratulations to those who earned SOAR
Golden Tickets in the first half of our 2020-21 academic year!

Gabriel Alverson, Vinny Ammerman, McKenna Barnhart, Bailey Beck, Marcus Bickel, Silas Boughamer, Liam
Brasher, Trey Brodzina, Desmond Brubaker Coltyn Clark, Kazlee Clark, Kylee Clark, Rylee Clark, Ryan
Cooley, Braelyn Dean, Aralyn DeLay, Ben Detwiler, Harmony Dickson, Ryleigh Dillon, Lucas Dreibelbis, Mia
Eger, Rylynn Eger, Mason Elder, Ivan Ellenberger, Jaxen Emigh, Zayden Fink, Maura Gehlman, Kingston
Gummo, Peyton Harper, Cassidy Harris, Sidney Harris, Lily Heckard, Aubree Hollen, Kye Knarr, Avery Lake,
Emily Lalli, Levi Latchford, Nathan Latchford, Lydia Lauder, Ryan Linan-Rimmer, Jeremy Markel, Terry
Musselman, Karissa Myers, Ryder Nowlin, Sadie Oakes, David Plummer, Tessa Reed, Sophia Riggin, Ella
Savino, Wyatt Sellers, Brant Simpson, Sage Smith, Colton Snyder, Regina Storm, Julianna Stuller, Jackson
Taylor, Allieyna Teeter, Halina Timmons, Hallie Troutman, Michael Waite, Tanner Walk, Raelynn Wance, Bailey
Weight, Raylee Woodring, Isaac Woomer, Lane Woomer, Avery Wright and Leah Wrye.

Safety
Ownership
Achievement
Respect

It is the policy of the Tyrone Area School District not to discriminate on the basis of gender, handicap, race and national origin in its educational and vocational programs, activities, or employment as required by Title IX, Section 504, and Title VI. Please direct questions about this policy to the Superintendent of Schools, at 814.684.0710 Ext. 4123.

Force and Motion in First Grade
—By Lindsey Conlon, Sarah Lauder, Megan Myers

During January and February, first graders learned about force and motion, a new science unit this
year. Each class learned about light and how it can bend and create a rainbow using a prism. Then students
learned all about the different forces of motion such as push, pulls, friction, static electricity, and even gravity. Throughout the new unit, students conducted experiments to test these forces. One of the favorite experiments was using cars to test friction against different surfaces that were rough and smooth. Students loved
using flashlights and creating shadows and shadow artwork. During the unit, students were introduced to different inventors such as Thomas Edison, the Wright brothers, and Benjamin Franklin. With all of the amazing
information these force and motion lessons provided, teachers were able to stretch the lessons into other subject areas by completing a genre study on biographies and putting our knowledge of these famous inventors
to use in the informational writing unit.

Second Grade Zoom Guests
Desk Pet Adoptions
in Third Grade
—submitted by Mrs. Casillo for the Third Grade Team

Recently, a few of the third grade classrooms
began to utilize desk pets as part of their positive
behavior plans. Students are provided with a
little “habitat” that remains on their desks, and
once a certain amount of SOAR cards are earned,
they can adopt a pet to live in the habitat. They
also have the opportunity to purchase little
“extras” for their pets like food, sports items, etc.
with their SOAR cards. The classes have really
enjoyed adopting the pets, naming them,
designing their homes, and playing with them at
designated times.

—by Mrs. Fleck, Second Grade Teacher

Second Grade celebrated Read Across America Week
like many other grade levels. We read many different
books, answered questions and constructed some
crafts. Typically during this time, we invite parents into
the classroom as guest readers. While we were not able
to have readers come into our building, we were able to
have parents join us through the use of Zoom. Parents
could volunteer
to join a class
virtually and
read. The
students had a
great time seeing
parents “on the
big screen.” In
Mrs. Fleck’s
class, Eryn
Stine’s mother
read the story
Sammy, a book
about a guinea
pig. Spring,
Eryn’s guinea
pig, also joined
along with the
class to hear the story! In Mrs. Walk’s class, Kent
Kramer’s mother read Fox in Socks while his dog
Minnie joined to hear the story too! It was fun to carry
on the tradition of having guest readers, even if we
couldn’t do it in the traditional way!

Preschool Studies World’s
Animals
—by: Trisha Ashton, PreK4 Teacher

live there.
Through
this time,
the
students
The preschoolers are continuing to learn about have been
different parts of the World and the animals that live
learning
there. In the winter months, they learned about the
about
Arctic and Antarctic areas.
animals such as Zebras, Giraffes, Lions, and Elephants.
During their studies of the Arctic animals, the
These animals are also integrated into their play centers
preschoolers were able to participate in some science
throughout the room. One example of this are these
experiments to better understand how
counting mats. The students shown are counting the
the animals withstand the severe cold
correct number of Zebras on to the counting mat.
temperatures. One of these experiments
The students have also been working on a
involved coloring a waxy coat for a
collective book of the Savanna animals that they learn
penguin and watching the water repel off
about, and some of the facts they have learned about
of it just as a penguin’s coat repels water
that animal! For the zebra, the students noted that it
allowing it to remain warm in the cold
eats grass, has special stripes that are not the same as
Arctic waters.
other zebras, and that the mom zebras clean their
Additionally, the preschool students have begun babies with their teeth!
to learn about the Savanna habitat and the animals that

Exercising in Elementary School—written by Mr. Bartlett and Mr. Drager
Since March of 2020, families across the country have been quarantined inside their homes to protect themselves and others from the COVID-19 pandemic. While the quarantines have provided a significant way to lower case counts in our area, it has
decreased the amount of physical activity kids and adults get each day. To add, with our students at TAES bouncing between hybrid
and virtual schedules, this makes getting exercise even tougher. Our Physical Education program has made it a goal to provide our
students with an opportunity to get
an adequate amount of exercise
each day.
Mr. Bartlett and Mr. Drager, TAES Health and Physical Education teachers, have been creating workouts that allow our elemenThe 4 parts of a Burpee
tary students a chance to get exercise despite our current situation. These workouts are short, require little space, and, if done a few times throughout the day, will get
our students the daily 60 minutes of activity needed for proper health. As an added benefit, they can be shared with all family members since our students are not the only ones who would benefit from the exercise. Each workout is designed using five main elements (cardio, upper body, lower body, core, and cooldown). When these PE workouts come to your home via the Special Subjects
packets, please consider using them as a source for daily exercise.

SCIENCE MATTERS —Submitted By: The Fourth Grade Team
In 4th grade, we have been studying
States of Matter. We completed our
unit with an experiment to apply our
knowledge of all three forms of
matter (solid, liquid, and gas). We
demonstrated our knowledge by
combining vinegar (liquid) and
baking soda (solid) into a plastic
water bottle. This creates a chemical
reaction that produces carbon
dioxide (gas).
The students made predictions
before completing the experiment
and were pleasantly surprised by the
chemical reactions that took place.
By learning that baking soda and
vinegar react chemically to produce
carbon dioxide, we were able to
inflate a balloon.
You can conduct your own States of
Matter experiment by clicking this link
https://www.education.com/downloadpdf/science-fair/118845/
or scanning the QR Code.

← Experiment Results - The carbon dioxide (gas) inflates the balloon.

Kindergarten Check-in

—by Kindergarten teacher Miss Ditty

In January, Kindergarten pioneered their way through virtual and hybrid learning—attending school two days
per week during the hybrid model and daily Zoom check ins with their teacher and in-class friends. We
welcomed all our students back face-to-face on Monday, February 8 on our school campus. Everyone was
excited to see one another! We are working on getting our students back into a routine and are truly enjoying
the opportunity to be together again. Our students have learned how to adapt to the changes that happen in
life and have strengthened their perseverance.
Academically, Kindergarten has been working on narrative writing, 2- and 3-D shapes,
addition, and animal adaptations and habitats. Our Kindergarten students decorated their
Valentine bags and distributed Valentine cards. We celebrated kindness and ways to be a
good friend through our story times and activities. We also celebrated our 100 th Day of
School, for which students brought in 100 items for show & tell. We enthusiastically
celebrated being 100 Days Smarter!

