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Together Achieving Educational Success
Tis’ the Season
By: Kristin Musselman, Tyrone Elementary Principal

The month of December has been filled with lessons
about kindness and the gift of giving. Many classrooms have taken
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part in spreading holiday cheer

New Year's Day Holiday:No School,
No PreK3/K4, Daycare Closed

ing acts of kindness, while other

MLK Day: No School
20 Weather make-u; #1, if needed
No Preschool, Daycare Closed

students have discussed how to

22 Marking Period Ends

brighten someone else’s day by say-

29 Report Cards in Backpacks

throughout the building by perform-

ing kind words or lending a helping
hand. Some teachers have even
helped their students to identify ways

PTO January Events:
•

10th Popcorn Friday (4th
Grade)

•

14th PTO Meeting—3:30,
Elementary Small Gym

•

24th Popcorn Friday (3rd
Grade)

•

31st Winter Book Fair SetUp and 2nd Marking Period
Box Top Reward

to be kind and helpful at home during
this holiday season!
During our evening Holiday Event on December 16th,
many students and their families were able to get into the holiday spirit by talking with Santa Claus, interacting with our visit-

ing author, Alan St. Jean, and creating Christmas tree and
snowflake crafts. Each student in attendance received a book,
and a winter hat/scarf set. It was a cozy evening and was wonderful to see the smiling faces of so many students and families.
The teachers and staff members at TAES would like to
wish all of our TAES students and families a relaxing holiday
season filled with many warm memories with those that matter

Happy
New
Year
2020!

most to you. We will see you back at school in 2020!
It is the policy of the Tyrone Area School District not to discriminate on the basis of gender, handicap, race and national origin in its educational and vocational programs, activities, or employment as required by Title IX, Section 504, and Title VI. Please direct questions about this policy to the Superintendent of Schools, at 814.684.0710 Ext. 4123.

Annual Christmas Assembly Spreads
Christmas Cheer
—by Mrs. Hipp, TASD Music Teacher

The annual TAES holiday music assembly was
held Thursday, December 19 in the high school
auditorium. Students from every grade celebrated
through sing-alongs and by enjoying performances from
the high school’s jazz band and Pops Extension show
choir as well as from the middle school’s Vocal
Attraction show choir. Some grade levels were featured
as performers. Teachers and
staff enjoyed seeing current
and former students providing
holiday entertainment.
First and fourth grade
students in Mrs. Estright’s and
Mrs. Hipp’s music classes
performed holiday
songs complete with
choreography.
Fourth grade
students led in
singalongs about
Santa, and the whole
school sang and
danced together for
the 12 days of Christmas! During the month of
December, students in all classes prepared for singalongs and have been playing and singing holiday music
to get into the holiday spirit.
To continue a new tradition started at last year’s
spring assembly, introductions to musical performances
were read aloud by first and fourth grade students.
Perhaps the best part of all was how the entire
school community came together to have fun and
celebrate together through music. We closed the 2019
portion of our school year in positivity and song. As
Buddy the Elf says, “The best way to spread Christmas
cheer is singing loud for all to hear!”

First Grade’s Holiday Fun
—submitted by Mrs. Ingle, First Grade Teacher

First grade students were busy
making the Grinch’s heart grow by
completing random acts of kindness.
Included were
activities such as
writing personal
notes of kindness
which they used to
brighten someone’s
day. Students also
generously brought
in food to donate to
our local food bank.
The stockings were hung by the
chimney with care outside Mrs. Whited’s
room and some first graders also wrote
letters to Santa with hopes that some of
the requests would find their way under
their trees.

First Grade wishes everyone a Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year!

Daycare Days—By Mrs. Shock, Daycare-Preschool Teacher
The excitement of Christmas for the kiddos began building
with the arrival and silly antics of our Elf on the Shelf,
Chippy. They love searching for his new hiding spot every
morning when they arrive. Aside from making a lot of
Christmassy crafts, they have learned some funny songs
with “Silly Santa” being the most popular! We’ve read lots
of holiday books, including a few versions of The Ginger-

bread Man, which we then compared. Making gingerbread playdough was a favorite follow up activity. Froot Loop candy canes and candy cane science were a big hit too! In January, we will explore some winter themes of ice and snow, penguins, and arctic animals.

Fun Ideas from Fourth Grade

Christmas Around the World
—submitted by Mrs. Schultz for the Third Grade Team

On December 3rd, our third grade
students boarded the Polar Express as
they began a unit studying Christmas
Around the World. Each day students
traveled to a different continent
learning about customs and traditions
celebrated at Christmas time. Students
were able to make a craft connected to
each country studied. As students
return home with their luggage, be
sure to ask them about the customs
and traditions they learned about on
their journey aboard the Polar Express.

—submitted by the PSU Student Teachers

With Winter upon us, fourth grade
created a list fun activities that families might enjoy over the holiday
break. Here are some of the great
ideas!
•

Bake cookies from a family recipe

•

Decorate a gingerbread house

•

Write thank you notes for gifts

•

Attend a Christmas performance

•

Make salt dough ornaments

•

Create a snow globe from mason jars

•

Create a countdown calendar to something special in 2020

•

Create and deliver your own Christmas cards

•

Make some homemade hot chocolate

•

Watch a holiday movie

•

Write a note to someone in the armed forces

•

See a sporting event at Tyrone or Penn State

•

If it snows, make a snowman or go sledding

Page 3

Second Grade Festivities

—by Mrs. Chichester, Second Grade Teacher

December has been very busy in the 2nd Grade hallway! Students have been traveling to celebrate Christmas Around the World,
making special stops in Germany,
Italy, and Australia. Then, St. Nicholas came to us and left surprises in
our shoes while they sat in the hallway! Mrs. Gordan visited during the
month to read to us, teach us about

Hanukkah and got us playing the
dreidl game. Mrs. Rudakewich also
joined us to read and teach us The
Story of the Poinsettia. While some
guests read to us, another let us experience what it was like to be the author. Mr. St. Jean shared his books with us then helped us
create our own class story complete with illustrations. Each class presented their story during The
Writing Olympics at the end of the week. It was fun to see just how creative we

could be!

Creativity in Kindergarten

—by Mrs. Neumann

Time has flown by and kindergarten
had a great time gearing up for the holidays. We have
really enjoyed gingerbread book studies where we
have compared and contrasted stories and taken a
deeper look at character traits and sequencing. In
addition, our highlight of the month was our
Ornament Extravaganza. Each class participated in
making several holiday and wintery ornaments to take
home. Thank you to all of our parents who came in or
donated items to help make this possible! We really hope they bring a smile to your
face this year, and for years to come. We ended the month by enjoying our Christmas
sing along and celebrating our SOAR behavior with a choice of movies while we wore
our pajamas.

Reading Resolutions
By Mrs. Grieco, Tyrone Elementary Reading Teacher

Since the new year is right around the corner, you may be thinking of some changes you would like to see in your home. Making resolutions is one way to help you
accomplish this goal. Children enjoy making resolutions and setting goals for
themselves just like adults do. The reading team would like to suggest that children make “Reading Resolutions” for the new year and set new goal(s) for themselves in the subject area of reading. Children can do this at school, but they can do this at home with their parents
too. It is a fun way for parents to show interest in their child’s reading progress. Some of the reading teachers have had students write reading resolutions in years past, and students were very
proud of their accomplishments. Just a few examples of resolutions children wrote were, “I will increase my reading fluency by 10 words correct per minute.” “I will join a book club at the library.”
“I will read more non-fiction books.” “I will read 30 minutes each day.” Really, the opportunities
are endless. As parents, there are some things you can do to encourage your child to accomplish
his or her reading resolutions . . .

•

Help your child set up a comfy area in which he or she can read. You may want to consider using pillows
and blankets. Make sure there is enough light. Depending upon what the resolution is, you may want
to provide a timer too. Keep things that might distract your child away from the reading area.

•

Remind your child about his or her reading resolution and provide encouragement. You might even
want to post the resolution somewhere at home to help remind your child about it daily.

•

Take your child to the library so that he or she can find a good selection of books to read. Don’t forget
about thrift stores and free libraries that are also in our community! These are wonderful resources that
can put more books in your child’s hands!

•

Read with your child. You are your child’s best teacher! Children love to read with their parents and see
their adults modeling good reading habits.

Have a fun time reading with your child(ren) at home
and enjoy the new year together!

